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    Message from the President: Ranjith Randeniya 

 

Dear Members and friends, 

It was a great pleasure to work with NZSLF Committee and 

the Community during last 12 months in the capacity of 

President.  It is an honour and a great privilege to lead the 

New Zealand  Sri Lanka Foundation in its 15
th
 year.  

I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to our hard 

working and friendly committee for their wonderful support 

to deliver a quality service to the community during the last 

12 months. Also I would like to pay my respect and grati-

tude for the founder members and the past presidents of 

the Foundation for directing us to continue the legacy and 

traditions of the foundation.  

It is with great pride that we have managed to complete all 

events and projects that were planned at the beginning of 

the year as per our annual plan.  We managed to work 

together with all Sri Lankan community organizations in 

New Zealand with friendly and supportive manner to 

achieve our goals initiated by the NZSLF committee.  

I wish to thank my hard working, enthusiastic executive 

committee, friends, and well wishes, volunteers for their 

tremendous support towards me and for the Foundation.  I 

believe our community will continue their support and par-

ticipation towards the Foundation in the years to come and 

my humble request for you all is to work together to 

achieve our community goals.  

 

As SRI LANKANS, we need to 

help and promote our mother 

land in such a way that through 

the bonds of unity and peace and 

we promote our culture and heri-

tage amongst our members and 

the broader Sri Lankan commu-

nity, keeping alive our traditions, 

the only true legacy we can leave 

behind for our children.   

It is time to give the opportunity to 

the new leadership and to set up 

standards and goals to deliver 

quality and friendly service to our 

community. 

I wish all the best for the upcom-

ing president and the committee 

to take the Foundation one more 

step ahead and deliver better 

service to our community in the 

future. 

Finally, On behalf of the NZSLF 

executive Committee, I wish you 

all very best for the future. 

Ranjith Randeniya 
 

Editor’s Note 

Welcome to the Winter 2013 issue of our New Z Lanka, In this 

issue we have covered topics ranging from the Gypsies Live 

Show to the Trade Evening and the Launch of the Sri Lanka 

New Zealand Business Council (SLNZBC) where His Excel-

lency Admiral Thisara Samarasinghe, Sri Lankan High Com-

missioner for Australia & New Zealand was the Guest of Hon-

our. Community activities like the New Zealand Thirumurugan 

Temple Project, Mr Amitha Weerakoon’s prestigious cricket 

award, Mr Puvanakumar’s initiative in promoting better public 

hygiene and becoming an Ambassador for the Hygiene Foun-

dation are also highlighted in the current newsletter.  

This is the final newsletter under the President Ranjith Ran-

deniya and his Committee.  I would like to thank all those who  

 

have contributed to the four issues 

over the past year and send com-

ments.  We wish all the very best to 

the new Editor and the team who 

will take over at the 15th AGM, 

which will be held on 27th July, 

2013.   

May the New Zealand Sri Lanka 

Foundation continue to serve the 

Community in many ways. 

Thanks and Best Wishes 

Anne Perera 
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New Zealand Thirumurugan Temple Project 

New Zealand Thirumurugan Temple Society Inc. 

held a Bhoomi Puja ceremony to bless the earth on 

which a new Temple is to be built on a newly ac-

quired land in Otahuhu.  It was a very sacred occa-

sion for the Devotees of this Community.       

 Several of the NZSL Foundation Members were 

present at this ceremony to support the new Temple 

project and make a financial contribution.  We wish 

the New Zealand Thirumurugan Temple Society Inc 

our very best on this project 

 

. 

Among the attendees were Kumar & Mala Velambalam, Dharmasena & Kusum Maddugoda; Jayasena & 

Euvarani Widanagamage, Ranjith & Sudarma Randeniya and Dr. Sydney Fernando 

 

Richie Mccaw Visits Fonterra’s 
Sri Lanka Operations 

Tuesday, 2 April 2013 
 

 
Fonterra Ambassador Richie McCaw and Fon-
terra Managing Director Co-operative Affairs 

Todd Muller toast to Anchor at a local school in 
Colombo. 

Fonterra’s global ambassador Richie McCaw 
has gained an up-close view of Fonterra in Sri 
Lanka last week during a two day tour of the 
Co-operative’s operations in the country. 

McCaw said it was great to see first hand how 
Fonterra was growing its business in the region. 

“It’s my first time in Sri Lanka and it made me 
realise how big Fonterra and Anchor are in the 
region. You drive through Colombo and see 
Anchor signs everywhere – it’s amazing that Sri 
Lankan kids are drinking the same milk that I 
grew up on in Canterbury.” 

While in Sri Lanka, McCaw toured the Co-
operative’s milk processing facilities and saw 
some of Fonterra’s community and farmer-
development initiatives. He also spent time 
meeting some of the Co-operative’s key stake-
holders in the country. 

 “Sri Lanka is our fourth largest whole milk pow-
der market and critical to Fonterra’s global 
business.” 

The New Zealand dairy industry has been pro-
viding high quality dairy nutrition to people 
across Sri Lanka for more than 35 years and 
today, two packs of Anchor milk powder are 
bought every second. 

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/BU1304/S00042/ric

hie-mccaw-visits-fonterras-sri-lanka-operations.htm

 

http://www.fonterra.com/wps/wcm/connect/fonterracom/fonterra.com
http://www.fonterra.com/global/en/Our+Products/Our+Brands/Anchor
http://www.fonterra.com/wps/wcm/connect/fonterracom/fonterra.com/Our+Products/Dairy+and+Nutrition/
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/BU1304/S00042/richie-mccaw-visits-fonterras-sri-lanka-operations.htm
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/BU1304/S00042/richie-mccaw-visits-fonterras-sri-lanka-operations.htm
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Trade Evening & the Launch of the 

Sri Lanka New Zealand Business 

Council (SLNZBC)                             
Friday, 17 May 2013          

 

High Commissioner for Australia & New Zealand, His Ex-

cellency Admiral Thisara Samarasinghe (centre) with 

Parakrama Wijeyaratne (left), Committee member and Lal 

Senaratne (right), Chairman of the Sri Lanka New Zealand 

Business Council (SLNZBC).    

On Friday 17
th

 May 2013 the Sri Lanka New Zealand Busi-

ness Council (SLNZBC) was officially launched at a Trade 

Evening where the Guest of Honour was The Sri Lankan 

High Commissioner for Australia and New Zealand, His 

Excellency Admiral Thisara Samarasinghe.  It was held at 

the Ferndale House in Auckland and was attended by 

guests representing the NZ Foreign Affairs, Fonterra, 

Auckland Zoo, NZ Biosecurity as well as several Sri 

Lankans representing a cross section of the community.  

 

Committee Members of SLNZBC with the High Commis-
sioner for Australia & New Zealand, His Excellency Admiral 

Thisara Samarasinghe (centre): On his left: Parakrama 
Wijeyaratne, Anne Perera, Lal Senaratne (Chairman), 

Kumar Velambalam; On his right: Aruna Abeygoonesekera 
(Hon. Consul), Mohamed Nalar (Secretary), S. Puvanaku-

mar, Mahesh Withanarachchi, (absent: Milinda Peiris) 
 
 

After the welcoming address by the Business Council 

Chairman, Lal Senaratne, His Excellency, The High Com-

missioner spoke about the Sri Lanka’s emerging invest-

ment opportunities and encouraged the audience to con-

sider them.  This was followed by three short presentations 

on Education by Gamini  Jayasuriya; Travel and Tourism 

by Manjula Sanis Walgampola and Bio-Security involved in 

the importation of Fresh Produce by Hiran Salgado and  

his colleague, Kerry 

The SLNZBC will attract membership from all interested 

parties and will serve as the business and trade link be-

tween the two countries.      

 

Prestigious Award for Service to ACA 

It is with great pleasure that we congratulate Amitha 

Weerakoon for receiving the prestigious "Services to Auck-

land Cricket Award" at the 2013  Auckland Cricket Associa-

tion (ACA) Prize Giving held at Eden Park on Thursday, 11 

April.   

 

 

 

 

Amitha has been honoured for his services over the past 

24 years to the Sri Lankan Cricket Club, Kumeu Cricket 

Club, North Harbour Cricket and the New Zealand Cricket 

Players Association.  

Amitha is the Foundation President of the Sri Lankan 

Cricket Club (SLCC) and was instrumental in setting up the 

SLCC in Auckland. Amitha gave up his role as a member 

of the Grafton Premier team in 1989 – 1990 (included in 

this team were former NZ cricketers Willie Watson, Phil 

and Matt Horne) to start up SLCC. 

He captained and coached the SLCC 1
st
 XI team during 

the first ten years winning several grades. SLCC won the 
ACA Minor Club Championship six seasons during this 
period. He also coached the SLCC junior cricket teams in 
the 1994 – 2000.  

The Foundation wishes Amitha every success on the pitch 
as well as off the pitch! 
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This newsletter is published quarterly. 

We welcome contributions to this newsletter and apologize for not 

being able to publish all contributions due to the limitation of the 

available space. We reserve the right to edit submitted material. 

Being a not-for-profit-organization, we do not make any payments for 

articles. Please send your contributions to the Winter Issue by May 

2013 to the correspondence address below. Attn: Editorial Commit-

tee or by email to: nzslf@nzslfoundation.com 

Gypsies Live Show in Auckland 

A successful Gypsies live show was held in Auckland on 
the 25

th
 May, 2013.  It was a great opportunity for the Sri 

Lankan community to get together and have a good time 
being entertained by one of the popular bands in Sri 
Lanka. 

 

 

A part of the proceeds was donated to the Heart Founda-
tion of New Zealand and another part to ……..in Rath-
napura..xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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Public Hygiene Ambassador 

Mr Puvanakumar of Spiceland has recently become an 

‘Ambassador for the Hygiene Foundation’, which aims to 

promote greater awareness on personal and public hygiene 

for healthier environment and health and safety of the con-

sumers.   

Established in November 2012, the Hygiene Foundation 

aims to increase awareness in hygiene standards and edu-

cate the public and businesses on the steps that could be 

taken to reduce the risk of bacterial contamination that could 

lead to illnesses.   

The Hygiene Foundation has developed a ‘White Tick Cer-

tificate,” programme that monitors the hygiene standards of 

premises frequented by people.  It is a sign that the prem-

ises are committed to a higher standard set by the Hygiene 

Foundation.   

Mr Puvanakumar has had over 25 years of experience in 

running medical centres in Sri Lanka and as an importer, 

distributor and retailer of an extensive range of food items in 

New Zealand.  (source: Indian Newslink, May 2013)

 
 

 

Views expressed in articles are those of the contributing authors and may not necessarily reflect the views of the NZSLF 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Correspondence: NZSLF, P O Box 109419, New Market, Auckland 1149, New Zealand, www.nzslfoundation.org 


