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    Message from the President: Ranjith Randeniya 

 

Community Service 

Serving the community we live in is a noble act.  It is a very 

important aspect of any community in any country.  In simple 

terms community service is a form of “helping people” by 

someone or a group for the benefit of the public or its institu-

tions.  It creates links between various groups in the country. 

People choose different approaches to do community services 

such as by setting up community groups, Associations, clubs 

etc. Some like to do community service individually.   

Community service is an activity that may be done for a variety 

of reasons.  Such services are organized through formal or 

informal consultation with local non-profit, governmental, and 

community-based organizations, as designed to improve the 

quality of life for community residents, individuals, or to solve 

particular problems related to their needs including, such fields 

as health care, child care, literacy training, education, welfare, 

social services, transportation, housing and neighbourhood 

improvement, public safety, crime prevention and control, rec-

reation, rural development, and community improvement.  It 

can also be age related. 

 The community activities can be varied depending on the 

nature of the community and the organization’s mission and 

vision. It is a kind of passion and everyone is not able to en-

gage in such activities.  However, those who engage  them-

selves in community service often experience self-

development and acquire leadership skills.  It can provide an 

opportunity to learn more about different cultures and how to 

work effectively with diverse communities.     

Although some people may receive 

mandatory community service after 

committing a crime, it is important 

that we realize that there are many 

community service opportunities 

around us. For instance, participat-

ing in a blood donation drive can be 

seen as community service since 

we are devoting our time and effort 

to help a random person. We can 

also see community service as 

random acts of kindness since we  

will most likely be doing something 

for someone that we aren’t too 

familiar with. Not saying that we 

should go out helping complete 

strangers, but we should use our 

right judgment to realize who really 

needs help and who is out there to 

take advantage of our kindness and 

generosity. 

Our expectation would be self-

satisfaction and sharing happiness 

by involving in community services. 

On behalf of the NZSLF, I would 

like to take this opportunity to wish 

everyone a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! 

Ranjith Randeniya 
 

 

Editor’s Note 

Welcome to our Summer 2012 edition of the NZSLF newslet-

ter.  As we get ready to say “Good Bye” to yet another year, 

we will also have an opportunity to count our blessings during 

the past year and get ready for a new year.  It is inevitable that 

with each passing year our age also keeps advancing and we 

are one year older this year than we were the year before.   

In our community of Sri Lankans in New Zealand there are 

several members who have already celebrated their eightieth  

and ninetieth birthdays. In this issue of our newsletter we 

would like to honour them and highlight their services to the 

community.    

 

 

They have been an inspiration  and 

have so much to offer to the 

younger generations.  Our heartfelt 

Congratulations go to these very 

special members of our community 

to whom we dedicate this issue of 

our newsletter.  There are some 

community events to report on and 

some valuable messages for eve-

ryone, Enjoy the newsletter!  

Anne Perera 
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Celebrating Ninety Three 

Some of us had the privilege of being present at the cele-

bration of the 93
rd

 birthday of Mrs Lilian Gnanasunderam, 

popularly known among Sri Lankans, as “Aunty Lilian”.   

She has been an active member of the Sri Lankan com-

munity in New Zealand for almost five decades and has 

been receiving our Foundation’s  newsletters on a regular 

basis.  Having received the last newsletter, she rang me 

and said. “I have been receiving the newsletters but I have 

not paid my subscription.”   

Well, we invited “Aunty Lilian” to become a Life Member 

and included pinning of  the badge as part of her 93
rd

 

birthday celebration, as seen in the pictures below.   

We also invited her to write an article to our newsletter and 

she wrote a short and sweet, yet a very inspiring one, ti-

tled, “No man is an island” (see below).                                                                           

May you continue to be an inspiration to many more ! 

 

“No man is an island” by Lilian Gnanasunderam   

The islands of New Zealand are known as Artearoa or the 

‘Land of the Long White Cloud’.  The island of Sri Lanka is 

known as the ‘Pearl of the Indian Ocean’ and Paradise of 

the East. 

 Both countries are known for their beautiful people to be-

hold.  New Zealand exports Lamb while Sri Lanka exports 

Tea. Both fit together on a menu.  Finally both countries 

have got a common sport – Cricket!   

Sheer circumstances have compelled us to make our 

home here and no regrets… 

A verse to remember: “Behold how good and how pleasant 

it is for brotheren to dwell together in unity.” Psalm 133:1 

 

Lilian Gnanasunderam  

 

We invited Mr Hassan to share with us some highlights from his life of 80+ years……. 

Diary of a Senior Citizen by  M.C.A. Hassan 

“I have done the state some service”.  (Othello V, ii)                                                                                                                         
“Senior Citizen.”  I feel this is the most respectful and 
dignified term coined in this century to describe an old 
person.In the 1940s and 1950s, young people did not 
respect the aged.  They often reviled the old people. 
Young boys would not listen to advice and often rebuffed 
such advice with the derogatory term: “Palayang Naak-
kiya” (Go, you old fellow). 

After I retired and came over to this green and pleasant 
land, I found the respect extended to older people in-
credible. I had a colourful and distinguished career span-
ning 37 years under the Government.  I worked as a 
touch typist at the Anti-Tuberculosis Institute and at the 
then Income Tax Department.  

 The writing of shorthand always fascinated me.I came 
across a copy of a Gregg Shorthand Book.  I immediately 
enrolled myself at the Vijaya Stenographic Institute.  In 
six months I finished the course successfully. 

The next hurdle was to gain speed to aim higher.  I did 
that in the most unique way.  I used to take down BBC 
news over the then Radio Ceylon and in the evenings, 
attend political rallies and record the speeches of masters 

of the English language like Dr. Colvin R. de Silva, Ber-
nard Soysa, Dr. N.M. Perera, Phillip Goonewardene, 
Vivienne Goonewardene and a host of others.   

I sat and passed the competitive examination for the re-
cruitment of stenographers to the Supreme Court where I 
worked both as lower and higher grade stenographer, 
working under some of the most eminent judges of the 
day, one of whom was the last British Chief Justice. 

Not satisfied with that, I sat the examination for recruit-
ment of Hansard Reporters to the then Senate and was 
successful.  After the Senate was abolished, I joined the 
Parliament.  It was here that we were at the line of fire.  I 
have recorded verbatim the speeches of some of the 
most eminent, erudite and learned Members of Parlia-
ment.   

They say time and tide waits for no man.  In 1981, I re-
tired from service prematurely and took up a position at 
the British firm of Gray Mackenzie (Intl) Limited.  After a 
five year spell there, I joined the Islamic Development 
Bank in Jeddah as their financial reporter.  This appoint-
ment gave me the gateway to visit 21 countries in the 
world. 
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I returned to Sri Lanka in 1993 and had a stint back again 
in the Parliament as relief reporter and thereafter as Ste-
nographer at the Admiralty court.  I was private secretary 
to Justice Ninian Jayasuriya and personal stenographer 
to Ms Shirani Tillekewardene, then High Court Judge.  I 
spent eight years in these two institutions. 

At this stage Auckland was beckoning to me.  I finally 
decided to give up working and migrate.  I arrived in New 
Zealand on 27

th
 January, 2001 as parents of migrants.  It 

was a very difficult decision to take at a very mature age, 
68 years. 

Some of the highlights of my career were: 

1. When Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II came to 
Sri Lanka as a young crowned Queen of Eng-
land, I was the one who held the “sesath” behind 
her at the reception at the Colombo Town Hall. 

2. I have recorded verbatim speeches of Col. 
Muammar Gaddafi when he came to Sri Lanka 
for the non-Aligned Conference, again in Libya 

in 1992; that of the Bhuttos, father and daughter; 
before that of Mrs. Indira Gandhi when they ad-
dressed Parliament. 

3. I have officiated as freelance reporter and 
reported for newspapers, SUN, ARAB NEWS, 
SAUDI GAZETTE, SUNDAY TIMES. 

I have had a fruitful career in Sri Lanka and my life has 
taken an unexpected turn here in New Zealand.  I have 
functioned for the last four years as a prayer leader at the 
Mt. Albert Islamic Centre and as President of the Mt. Al-
bert Islamic Trust.  

In addition to being happy with the glorious term “Senior 
Citizen”, I have received the singular recognition.  I am a 
SUPER ANNUITANT.  I thank Allah for all the blessings 
He has bestowed on me for these 80 ½ years of exis-
tence on this blessed earth.  

M.C.A. Hassan 

 

 

Book Review : Who will cry when you die? “Life lessons from the Monk who sold his Farari” by 

Robin Sharma, Jaico Publishing House, 2010   (isbn;81-7992-232-4) 

A book written by the same author who 

wrote “The Monk Who Sold His Farari.” 

  In fact, this book titled, “Who will cry when 

you die” is referred to as the ‘life lessons’ 

from his original book. It has 101 short chap-

ters, which are very inspiring. – There is an 

ancient Sanskrit saying: “When you were 

born, you cried while the world rejoiced.  Live your life in 

such a way that when you die, the world cries while you 

rejoice. ”    

In Chapter 59 of the book, ‘Write a Legacy Statement,’ 

the author writes, “Someone once said to me that the first 

fifty years of life are dedicated to building one’s legitimacy 

while the last fifty are devoted to building one’s legacy.”  

Most of us may have heard of mission and vision state-

ments but what about a legacy statement?  The author 

goes on to say that while a vision statement defines the 

vision you want to create while you live, the legacy 

statement expresses what you aim to leave when you 

die.                                     

(Reviewed by Anne Perera) 

 

Foundation’s  Cultural Dance Group  

 

After their performance at “Miyurasa Vindana 2012” 

 

Members of the group are:                                                                                                                                               

first row  - Kavisha, Sachini, Sathma;                                

second row -  Angela, Toji, Harshi, Michele, Jithari,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

last row  - Yasmin, Amy, Sandamini, Rushini, Amanda, 

Indika, Devuni and Aseka.                                                   

New Year classes start on 04th January 2013 at St 

Paul’s Methodist Church Hall,                                                  

12 St Vincent Avenue, Remuera.                                                                                                                                            

Class for 5 – 9 year olds – 5.45pm to 6.30pm.           

Class for 10--19 year olds – 6.30pm to 7.30pm.                          

For further information please contact:                                                                                                                         

Shalini- 0211341625/09-5299316 or                                      

Sydney- 02102445166 / 09-5202304 
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This newsletter is published quarterly. 

We welcome contributions to this newsletter and apologize for 

not being able to publish all contributions due to the limitation 

of the available space. We reserve the right to edit submitted 

material. Being a not-for-profit-organization, we do not make 

any payments for articles. Please send your contributions to 

the Fall Issue by February 2013 to the correspondence ad-

dress below. Attn: Editorial Committee or by email to: 

nzslf@nzslfoundation.com 

Gilanpasa Buddha Puja                               

On Sunday, 28 October 2012, the New Zealand Sri Lanka 

Foundation organised a Gilanpasa Buddha Puja at Sri 

Lankaramaya in Otahuhu, Auckland, during which time a 

donation of a sound system was made to the temple.   This 

special event was organized in line with KATINA MAHA 

PINKAMA held on Sunday 04th November 2012. NZSLF 

Management Committee, members and their families and 

friends participated in this special meritorious Gilanpasa 

Budda Puja. Ven Panakawe Sri Dheerananda Pemaratana 

Nayaka Thero conducted Special Dhamma Sermons after 

Gilanpasa Budda Puja. Ven Walgame Munindawansa 

Nayaka Thero and all Sri Lankaramaya resident Theros also 

participated. Anusasanawa by Ven Walgame Munindawansa 

Nayaka Thero.  

  

Cooking Masterclass in Sri Lankan Cuisine with Chef Rohan  

If you were among the people who attended the cooking 

Masterclass in Sri Lankan cuisine with Chef Rohan, you will 

agree with me that it was more than just a cooking class; it 

was indeed a complete experience of learning, eating & 

drinking and being entertained, in addition to networking with 

a like minded audience that had some special interest in Sri 

Lanka.  

The cross section of the attendees was rather interesting.  

Several were contemplating visiting Sri Lanka in the not too 

distance future.  Among them was John Kelleher, Senior 

Lecturer – Professional Cookery, Faculty of Culture & Soci-

ety at the Auckland University of Technology (AUT), who 

was one of the recipients of a Dilmah scholarship to visit Sri 

Lanka in March 2013.  

He was very keen to have the hands on experience of mak-

ing ‘hoppers’, which added a new dimension to the Master-

class concept.  Hoppers as well as  the entire evening were 

enjoyed  by all participants.  

The participants were welcomed with an arrack cocktail or 

fruit juice of a tropical blend.  Each one received a ‘goody 

bag’ of Dilmah products and a collection of spices. 

Dr Anne Perera shared the health benefits of spices and 

explained   the dietary balance of Sri Lankan cuisine.  Ser-

endib Sri Lankan shop had donated a hamper, which was 

drawn as a door prize.  It was an evening to remember! 

(www.cookingmasterclass.co.nz                                     

Email:info@cookingmasterclass.co.nz)   
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