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    Message from the President Ranjith Randeniya 

 

    

 I would like to thank the New Zealand Sri Lanka Foundation 

for electing me as the President of NZSL Foundation for the 

year 2012/13.  It is a great pleasure to take up this opportunity 

to serve the Sri Lankan Community in New Zealand and to 

share our history, culture, and heritage.  

The NZSL Foundation was established in 1998 after some 

hard work done by the founder members. I would like to thank 

Dr. Anne Perera, the Founder President, for introducing me to 

the NZSLF and offering me the chance to become a commit-

tee member of the 1st NZSLF committee. 

The vision of the Foundation is to unite all Sri Lankans under 

one banner and I am happy to see that we live our vision and 

grow from strength to strength whilst shining the beacon of 

“peace and unity in diversity” with all Sri Lankans living in New 

Zealand.  

I believe it is our duty to pass on this message to our commu-

nity and to be an example to others to show how we can work 

together to meet our common 

goals.  At the same time we work 

very hard to achieve our personal 

goals in New Zealand. We have our 

own responsibilities and obligations 

to our families, friends, loved ones 

as well as to the country we were 

born in and the country where we 

are living now.   

Working together is the main objec-

tive and the spirit of The Founda-

tion. This will enhance self-

development and working with a 

team in a professional and friendly 

manner.  We have Committee 

Members from different cultures, 

ethnic backgrounds and religious 

groups. This gives us an opportu-

nity to enjoy each other’s cultures, 

food, religious practices and dem-

onstrates to the world how we can 

work together and live in peace and 

harmony.  

We are planning to organise sev-

eral events this year with the sup-

port of dedicated and hard working 

committee, and request your ongo-

ing support towards the Foundation 

in the years to come.    

 
Ranjith Randeniya 
 

 

Editor’s Note 

Greetings on behalf of the new Committee of NZSLF elected 

at the last AGM held on 28th July 2012.  After being away on 

and off for the last decade, it is nice for me to be reconnected 

with the New Zealand Sri Lanka Foundation once again.  As 

some of you may know I spent the last two years in Tanzania 

working as a Volunteer under the Volunteer Service Abroad 

(VSA) New Zealand.  

Our community here has grown over the years and the dis-

tance between Sri Lanka and New Zealand seems to get 

closer and closer …… 

 

 

In this issue of our newsletter we 

have highlighted some links be-

tween Sri Lanka and New Zealand 

that are being established and/or 

strengthened through sports, trade 

and sharing of our culture and gen-

erosity.  We would welcome your 

input and look forward to hearing 

from you.  

Anne Perera 
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Strengthening the links between Sri Lanka & New Zealand  

New Zealand has been a ‘home away from home’ to many Sri 

Lankans over the decades…In the 1970’s most of the new 

immigrants were medical doctors qualified in our mother-

land…Then in the 80’s there were scientists, engineers, exec-

utives and the likes that dominated the list of immigrants of Sri 

Lankan origin.  This was followed by the new comers on the 

‘point system’ of immigration introduced in the ‘90’s and now 

continues with later versions of it widening the horizons to 

include tradesmen, bakers, bankers, teachers and people of 

diverse backgrounds… There are also some who have come 

under refugee status and have integrated into the mainstream 

of immigrants of Sri Lankan origin.  In addition there had been 

a student population ranging from Colombo Plan Scholars 

through various programmes to fee paying students. 

We all form a great big family in our adopted land and try to do 

our best to make significant contributions to New Zealand’s 

economy while working in our own respective fields. Some of 

the second and third generations of Sri Lankans in New Zea-

land seem to carry on the tradition through academic bril-

liance, entrepreneurship and the like. Some have even gone 

as New Zealand volunteers to serve in less privileged coun-

tries around the world. We have built up a good reputation 

across the board in New Zealand and in the world. Where ever 

you go people still talk about Ceylon Tea!  

Following the end of the island’s conflict in May 2009, Sri 

Lanka is said to be well on the way to becoming a dynamic 

economy.  The Sri Lankan government has ambitious plans to 

double its GDP over five years and has recognized the im-

portance of foreign investment in achieving this target.  Oppor-

tunities for trade and investment exist across a broad range of 

sectors.  In order to explore and facilitate these opportunities, 

it has been the brainchild of our Honorary Consul, Mr Aruna 

Abeygoonesekera along with a group of like-minded Sri 

Lankans living in New Zealand, to form a Sri Lanka New Zea-

land Business Council (SLNZBC).  

 

 

 

Sri Lanka New Zealand Business Council 

(SLNZBC) 

Objective 

To facilitate, promote and provide information and guidelines 

in five key areas for the mutual benefit of New Zealand and Sri 

Lanka. 

1. Investment 
2. Import Export 
3. Education 
4. Travel/Tourism 
5. Culture 

 
These five areas play an important role in the life of any coun-

try.  A Committee has been formed with the following mem-

bers to take the proposed SLNZBC to the next stage and they 

assure that they will give their “best shot”.  As John Kennedy 

said, “What we set out to do may take a month, a year or even 

a decade, but let us begin”. 

 
 

Current Committee Members of SLNZBC: from left - Aruna 

Abeygoonesekera, S. Puvanakumar, Mohamed Nalar, Lal 

Senaratne, Parakrama Wijeyaratne, Kumar Velambalam  

(Mahesh Withanarachchi – absent,  Photo by Anne Perera) 

 
v

Trade Delegates from Sri Lanka 

 
 
Keith Blom, Tiran Peiris, Deepthi Hewageegana, Manjula Lan-
erolle,  Mano Tittawella,  Lionel D.C. Silva, Kanishka 
Samaraweera, Don Rae (NZTE), Anton Godfrey, Thusith 
Samaraweera 

The committee of the Sri Lanka New Zealand Business Coun-

cil (SLNZBC) hosted a cocktail reception to welcome a group 

of Trade Delegates from Sri Lanka at the New Zealand Trade 

and Enterprise (NZTE) offices on Quay Street, Auckland on 24 

September 2012. The delegates represented a range of trades 

from food & beverages to paper and rubber products and they 

were linked with respective potential partner organisations in 

New Zealand by Mr Don Rae, International Market Manager of 

New Zealand Trade and Enterprise (NZTE). 

The nine Trade Delegates were led by Mr Lionel D.C. Silva 

who is Vice President of Ceylon Chamber of Commerce.  The 

delegates represented trade ranging from food & beverages to 

paper and rubber products.  Over the past couple of years 

post civil war, the private sector has made a significant contri-

bution to increase the GDP, employment, innovation in the 

country.  Sri Lanka is a major importer of dairy products from 

New Zealand while exporting only about one sixth of the vol-

ume mainly as Ceylon Tea.    
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Auckland businessman greets White Ferns in Colombo 

(Reported in Indian Newslink by Venkat Raman 29/08/2012)  

An Auckland based businessman of Sri Lankan origin 

greeted the New Zealand Women’s Cricket team in his home 

country recently. Spiceland Managing Director Puvanakumar 

Sundaramoorthy was propitiously staying in the same hotel 

as the White Ferns in the Sri Lankan capital on August 5 and 

invited the team for a brief get-together. 

“I was delighted to see our team at the Galadari Hotel in 

Colombo. The White Ferns were in Sri Lanka for practice 

matches in preparation for the Women’s World Tweny20 

Tournament in September. I invited the players, their Coach 

and staff for dessert. It was a memorable evening,” he said. 

Mr Puvanakumar said that as well as wishing them the best 

at the World Cup matches, he was pleased to offer them 

bottles of cashew nut grown in Sri Lanka and in high demand 

for its quality throughout the world. 

 

 

 

Mr Puvanakumar (third from right) with the White Ferns (and 

the group from New Zealand) in Sri Lanka 

 

Cricket: Biscuit factory helped put Sri Lanka on map 

While still on cricket, I happened to see the following well 

presented write up in the New Zealand Herald on 22 Sep-

tember 2012 by Andrew Alderson 

“No cricketing journey to Sri Lanka's highlands is complete 

without a pilgrimage to the biscuit factory which inadvertently 

took the host of this year's World T20 from an international 

easy-beat to a world-class force through the early 1990s and 

beyond. 

Luckyland Biscuit Manufacturers occupy a white-painted 

building on a lane leading off the main thoroughfare between 

Kandy and Pallekele, one of the tournament venues. The 

business is owned by the family of spin bowling legend Mut-

tiah Muralitharan. 

Muralitharan's father, SinnNsamy Muthiah and late uncle set 

up the business in 1964. From a two-man operation the 

business now has a staff of around 300; 250 on the factory 

floor and 50 sales representatives and office staff.” 

 

 

Factory owner SinNasamy Muthiah is as proud of his biscuits 

as he is his son, spin bowling legend Muttiah Muralitharan. 

Full write up can be seen on: 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/cricket/news/article.cfm?c_id=

29&objectid=10835691 

 

Sri Lankan wins top New Zealand award  

Sri Lanka’s Nalin Wijetilleke, a New Zealand resident, has 

received the ‘Harold Weiss Award’ from the Information Sys-

tems Audit & Control Association (ISACA) – USA, at the re-

cent IT Audit, Control and Security Conference in Wellington, 

New Zealand. 

“This is an award given as an exceptional recognition for 

dedication to IT governance, assurance and security profes-

sion,” the winner said in a communication to the newspaper. 

Mr Wijetilleke is the only Sri Lankan to receive such a pres-

tigious award. He is presently working with KPMG New Zea-

land –a global accounting, audit and advisory firm.  

He was a senior banking executive in Dubai, UAE, prior to 

moving over to New Zealand. He has received many awards 

in recognition for his professional contributions to the global 

community. 

His combination of exceptional professional credentials in IS 

audit, governance, business continuity and disaster recovery 

has made him a sought-after professional. Wijetilleke is an 

old boy of St Aloysius’ College, Galle and alumni of PIM, 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura 

 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/cricket/news/article.cfm?c_id=29&objectid=10835691
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/cricket/news/article.cfm?c_id=29&objectid=10835691
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SpiceLand helps VSA in promoting ‘Live Below the Line’ Campaign 

 

Volunteer Service Abroad (VSA) is one of the eight charities 

that took part in the ‘Live Below the Line’ campaign from 24-

28 September with the objective of increasing awareness of 

extreme poverty in the world.  

 The campaign challenged people to sign up to live on NZ$ 

2.25 a day for food for one week.  As part of the promotion 

before the event,  Anne Perera who is a returned VSA volun-

teer, had offered to do cooking demonstration  of rice and 

dhal as a cheap but nutritious meal base, to be distributed at 

the Aotea Square. 

 When Mr Puvanakumar of SpiceLand heard about this, he 

offered to provide the food for the promotion.  It was greatly 

appreciated by the people who tasted the food as well as the 

organisers of both Volunteer Service Abroad and the ‘Live 

Below the Line’ Campaign of the Global Poverty Project. 

 

 

The SpiceLand team with Lesley Smeardon, Communica-

tions Manager of VSA (extreme left), Mr Puvanakumar, 

owner of SpiceLand and Anne Perera (returned VSA Volun-

teer) 

Dilmah ChariTEA Dinner / Auction 

At NZ$ 250.00 a ticket it was not everyone’s cup of tea! 

However, it was for a worthy cause in our own Motherland 

and the 160 people who attended were treated to a unique 

five course dinner with special teas and tea-infused creations 

by the celebrity chef Simon Gault at the exclusive Euro Res-

taurant in Auckland.  The event had been Simon Gault’s 

personal contribution to both help fund a scholarship for a NZ 

trainee chef and also disadvantaged people in Sri Lanka 

enter the culinary world through a school developed by the 

MJF Charitable Foundation.   

 

Anne Perera with Merrill Fernando at the Dilmah ChariTEA Din-

ner 

When the Chefs Simon Gault and Shane Yardley visited Sri 

Lanka in 2010, they had met people whose lives had been 

changed for the better by the MJF Foundation.  The two ce-

lebrity chefs had returned to New Zealand determined to “do 

their bit”.   

 

Another celebrity chef who attended the function and also 

was a judge in the competition of “Putting Tea in High Tea” 

was the popular TV figure, Peter Kuruvita who hosts the 

programme “My Sri Lanka”.  It was a pleasure to meet him at 

the Dilmah ChariTEA Dinner. 

 

Puvanakumar of Spice-Land with Peter Kuruvita and Anne 

Perera 

 

The Master of Ceremonies for the evening was actor Shane 

Cortese.  Both Shane and the fellow actress Miriama Smith 

along with the chefs had volunteered to help Merrill Fer-

nando, the founder of Dilmah Tea, who has set up the MJF 

Charitable Foundation as part of his philosophy “business is 

a matter of human service”. 
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Highlights of the AGM held on 28 July 2012 

The AGM of the NZSLF was held on Saturday, 28th July 

2012 at St Paul’s Methodist Church Hall, 12 St Vincent Ave-

nue, Remuera, Auckland.  It was attended by a good number 

of members.  After the official part of the meeting was com-

pleted the out-going Chairman, Dr Sydney Fernando thanked 

his Committee and their families for the support offered to 

him during the past year,   

Dr Anne Perera was invited to serve as the Pro tem Chair-

man for the election of the New Committee. She recollected 

the memory of the very first AGM held at the same venue on 

15th August, 1998 when she was elected the first and 

Founder President of the New Zealand Sri Lanka Founda-

tion.  Over the years the Foundation has grown from strength 

to strength with each new President and the Committee.  

The new Committee led by Ranjith Randeniya was elected.  

In his acceptance speech Ranjith emphasized the im-

portance of “working together” for the betterment of the Sri 

Lankan community in New Zealand.   

Having worked in the very first committee and being a loyal 

member of the Foundation over the past 14 years,  Ranjith 

had seen the growth in the Foundation and made a commit-

ment to see further improvements in the foundation.  We 

wish Ranjith and his Committee all the very best for a suc-

cessful year in serving our community. 

 

Ranjith Randeniya after accepting the position of the newly 

elected President of the New Zealand Sri Lanka Foundation 

 

 

Launch of the new look NZSLF Website 

Past President Dr Sydney Fernando and his Committee had 

put together the new look website for the Foundation with the 

help of Suranga De Silva of Total Plan IT Solutions.             

Dr Anne Perera was invited to launch the new look website 

soon after the AGM. Visit www.nzslfoundation.org 

 

 

http://www.nzslfoundation.org/
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This newsletter is published quarterly. 

We welcome contributions to this newsletter and apologize for 

not being able to publish all contributions due to the limitation 

of the available space. We reserve the right to edit submitted 

material. Being a not-for-profit-organization, we do not make 

any payments for articles. Please send your contributions to 

the Summer Issue by November 2012 to the correspondence 

address below. Attn: Editorial Committee or by email to: 

nzslf@nzslfoundation.org 

Musical Evening held on 15th September, 2012 

The very first event organised by the new Committee of the 

New Zealand Sri Lanka Foundation headed by Ranjith Ran-

deniya was a musical evening or what is popularly known as 

a ‘Paduru Partiya.’   We had a full house in spite of the 

weather and everyone seemed to have had fun singing 

popular songs from the past brining back memories of their 

childhood….. 

 

 

The delicious food catered by Husain and the team comple-

mented the musical team of Suranga who provided his ser-

vices as DJ free of charge.  Many thanks! 

 

The reasonably priced range of beverages catered to the wider 

audience providing something for everyone along with the free 

yummy nibbles... 

 

The evening promised to be one of fun for the adults and the 

younger generation. 
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